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Alerts



Alerts
How can we get information fast ?

(aka breaking news!)



Simple: Google Alerts
Straightforward... set alerts 

for when certain names 

appear on Google.

Great for reporters with 

specific beats, i.e. crime



More Complex: Sqoop
Receive email alerts for 

SEC filings, patents, 

Fed cases for a specific 

topic, company, or 

officer 





Beyond Email… QuakeBot
Created by Ken Schwencke 

at LA Times using USGS 

Earthquake Notification 

Service



Story Generation



* Not * This...



This! … Narrative Science
Opportunity Gap: news 

app by ProPublica

Narrative Science 

produced descriptions 

on individual schools





Narrative Science, cont.
Forbes used Narrative 

Science to transform 

corporate quarterly 

earnings reports into 

articles



Automated Insights
AP reports thousands 

of earnings reports 

each quarter with 

Automated Insights



Chat Bots



Twitter Bots



Slack



Slack bots

https://github.com/18F/dolores-landingham-bot



Botkit by Howdy



Carebot
Headed by Livia Labate 

and Matt Hampel with 

NPR and Knight 

Foundation

http://livialabate.

com/says/introducing-

carebot/



FIN
Thanks @OpenNews!


